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“The kids need a future,” a city council member 

tells Dorothea (Tyne Daly) half way through the 

ÀUVW�RI�3DWULFN�:DQJ·V�WZR�SDUW�$�%UHDG�)DFWRU\��
´WKH\�QHHG�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�WKH�ZRUOG�µ�)RUW\�\HDUV�
SULRU�WR�WKH�H[FKDQJH��'RURWKHD�DQG�KHU�SDUWQHU�
*UHWD��(OL]DEHWK�+HQU\�0DFDUL��ERXJKW�D�EDNHU\�LQ�
WKH�ÀFWLRQDO�XSVWDWH�1HZ�<RUN�WRZQ�RI�&KHFNIRUG��
DQG�WXUQHG�LW�LQWR�WKH�%UHDG�)DFWRU\��DQ�DUWV�
FHQWHU�WKH�PDUULHG�FRXSOH�KDV�IRXJKW�KDUG�WR�NHHS�
DÁRDW�WKURXJK�WKH�\HDUV��&DVK�DQG�IXQGV�KDYH�

6XUYLYLQJ�DQ�$JH�RI�&UXPEV³3DWULFN�:DQJ·V� 
“A Bread Factory”

%\�/HRQDUGR�*RL�
7KH�IROORZLQJ�LV�DQ�H[FHUSW�IURP�D�UHYLHZ�RULJLQDOO\�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�08%,·V�1RWHERRN
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7KLV�LV�WKH�VWRU\�RI�7KH�%UHDG�)DFWRU\��D�FRPPXQLW\�
DUWV�FHQWHU�LQ�WKH�VPDOO�WRZQ�RI�&KHFNIRUG��WROG�LQ�
WZR�ÀOPV�

3DUW�2QH��)RU�WKH�6DNH�RI�*ROG
$IWHU����\HDUV�RI�UXQQLQJ�7KH�%UHDG�)DFWRU\��
'RURWKHD�DQG�*UHWD�DUH�VXGGHQO\�ÀJKWLQJ�IRU�VXUYLYDO�
ZKHQ�D�FHOHEULW\�FRXSOH³SHUIRUPDQFH�DUWLVWV�IURP�
&KLQD³FRPH�WR�&KHFNIRUG�DQG�EXLOG�DQ�HQRUPRXV�
FRPSOH[�GRZQ�WKH�VWUHHW�FDWDSXOWLQJ�ELJ�FKDQJHV�LQ�
their small town.

KLVWRULFDOO\�EHHQ�ÀQLWH�DQG�UHVRXUFHV�YRODWLOH³EXW�
while stage director Dorothea and actress Greta 

SRZHUHG�WKURXJK�WKH�GHFDGHV�ZLWK�LQGRPLWDEOH�
determination and grit, the creation of a bigger 

DUWV�LQVWLWXWH�LQ�WKH�RSSRVLWH�VLGH�RI�WRZQ��OHG�E\�D�
FRXSOH�RI�ZRUOG�UHQRZQHG�&KLQHVH�SHUIRUPDQFH�
DUWLVWV��0D\�5D\��-DQHW�+VLHK�DQG�*HRUJH�<RXQJ���
LV�SRLVHG�WR�VSHOO�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�)DFWRU\·V�LOOXVWULRXV�
work. The center runs on educational subsidies 

WKH�WRZQ�QRZ�ZDQWV�WR�SXPS�LQWR�WKH�JOLW]LHU��PRUH�

$Q�DPELWLRXV�WZR�SDUW�ÀOP�E\�LQGHSHQGHQW�GLUHFWRU�3DWULFN�:DQJ�GHOYHV�LQWR�WKH�GUDPD�RI�UXQQLQJ�D�
FRPPXQLW\�DUW�FHQWHU�LQ�XSVWDWH�1HZ�<RUN�

3DUW�7ZR��:DON�:LWK�0H�D�:KLOH
$W�7KH�%UHDG�)DFWRU\��WKH\�UHKHDUVH�WKH�*UHHN�SOD\��
+HFXED��%XW�WKH�UHDO�WKHDWULFV�DUH�RXWVLGH�WKH�WKHDWHU�
ZKHUH�WKH�WRZQ�KDV�EHHQ�LQYDGHG�E\�EL]DUUH�WRXULVWV�
DQG�P\VWHULRXV�WHFK�VWDUW�XS�ZRUNHUV��7KHUH�LV�D�QHZ�
QRUPDO�LQ�&KHFNIRUG��LI�LW�LV�HYHQ�UHDOO\�&KHFNIRUG�
any longer.



IDVKLRQDEOH�QHZFRPHUV·�LQVWLWXWH³D�PRYH�WKDW�
XQGHUVFRUHV�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�WKDW�WKH�)DFWRU\�PD\�
KDYH�FHDVHG�WR�IXOÀOO�LWV�HGXFDWLRQDO�IXQFWLRQV�

)ROORZLQJ�XS�RQ�,Q�WKH�)DPLO\��������DQG�7KH�*ULHI�
RI�2WKHUV���������ZULWHU�GLUHFWRU�3DWULFN�:DQJ·V�ODWHVW�
IHDWXUH³,�XVH�WKH�ZRUG�LQ�WKH�VLQJXODU�HYHQ�WKRXJK�
$�%UHDG�)DFWRU\·V�WZR�SDUWV��´)RU�WKH�6DNH�RI�*ROGµ�
DQG�´:DON�ZLWK�PH�D�:KLOH�µ�VWDQG�DORQH�DV�SHUIHFWO\�
LQGHSHQGHQW�WZR�KRXU�ÀOPV³LV�D�ULYHWLQJ��RQH�RI�
D�NLQG�FLQHPDWLF�H[SHULHQFH��DQ�HWKQRJUDSK\�RI�D�
FRPPXQLW\�WROG�ZLWK�D�SURIRXQGO\�FRPSDVVLRQDWH�H\H�
WKDW�VSHDNV�WR�)UHGHULFN�:LVHPDQ·V�([�/LEULV��7KH�
1HZ�<RUN�3XEOLF�/LEUDU\��ERWK�LQ�LWV�GRFXPHQWDU\�YLEH�
DQG�LWV�RGH�WR�D�SHGDJRJLFDO�LQVWLWXWLRQ�VRPHZKDW�
DW�RGGV�ZLWK�D�K\SHU�GLJLWDOL]HG�ZRUOG��DQG�5REHUW�
$OWPDQ·V�$�3UDLULH�+RPH�&RPSDQLRQ��RI�ZKLFK�LW�
HFKRHV�WKH�SDLQIXOO\�PHODQFKROLF�DQG�WUDJLF�HOHJ\�
WR�D�ORQJ�JRQH�HUD³DQG�D�ORQJ�JRQH�DXGLHQFH��

2I�DOO�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�$�%UHDG�)DFWRU\�UDLVHV³IURP�
WKH�SUHVHQW�GD\�UHOHYDQFH�RI�FRPPXQLW\�DUW�
VSDFHV�WR�DUWLVWV�SURSHOOHG�JHQWULÀFDWLRQ��IURP�
WKH�YRODWLOLW\�RI�SXEOLF�IXQGLQJ�IRU�WKH�DUWV�WR�WKH�
'DYLG�YV��*ROLDWK�VWUXJJOH�EHWZHHQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�
DUWV�FHQWHU�DQG�JLDQW�FRUSRUDWH�EDFNHG�DUW�
LQVWLWXWHV³LW�LV�WKH�)DFWRU\·V�SHGDJRJLFDO�VHUYLFH�
WR�WKH�\RXWK�WKDW�VWULNHV�PH�DV�SRVVLEO\�WKH�VLQJOH�
PRVW�LQWHUHVWLQJ�FRPSRQHQW�RI�:DQJ·V�SURMHFW�

7KH�%UHDG�)DFWRU\�LV�SHUIHFWO\�HTXLSSHG�WR�WHDFK�
&KHFNIRUG·V�NLGV�DERXW�WKH�ZRUOG³LQ�IDFW��LW�FDQ�GR�
D�IDU�EHWWHU�MRE�WKDQ�0D\�5D\�FRXOG�HYHU�KRSH�WR��
7KH�VKRZV�DQG�DUWZRUN�WKH�)DFWRU\�SURPRWHV�GR�QRW�
SURPLVH�VKRUW�WHUP�WKULOOV�RU�D�WDQJLEOH�UHZDUG��EXW�
D�PRUH�DUGXRXV�DQG�IDU�PRUH�IXOÀOOLQJ�H[SHULHQFH��
one that engages with the brain instead of numbing 

LW�XQGHU�WKH�IDOVH�SUHWHQVH�RI�FRQFHSWXDO�DUW�UHGXFHG�
WR�SUrW�j�SRUWHU�VWDWHPHQWV��´(YHU\RQH�FULHV�ZKHQ�
WKH\�PDNH�PRYLHV�µ�-RUGDQ�ZDUQV�D�FODVV�RI�SULPDU\�
VFKRRO�NLGV�GXULQJ�WKHLU�ÀUVW�OHVVRQ�LQ�ÀOPPDNLQJ��DQG�
WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�WKLQJ�LV�WKH�SDVVLRQ�\RX�SXW�LQWR�
LW��´QH[W�WLPH�\RX�SLFN�XS�D�FDPHUD��FDUH�DERXW�LW�µ�
,W·V�D�PHVVDJH�GLDPHWULFDOO\�RSSRVHG�WR�WKH�DOOHJHG�
HQJDJHPHQW�0D\�5D\�QHYHU�WUXO\�HVWDEOLVK�ZLWK�WKHLU�
DXGLHQFH³D�GLDORJXH�EHWZHHQ�DUWLVWV�DQG�SXEOLF�
WKDW�IDLOV�WR�WDNH�RII�HYHQ�GXULQJ�4	$V��WKHPVHOYHV�
IUXVWUDWLQJO\�KHUPHWLF�SHUIRUPDQFHV�ZKHUH�WKH�
WZR�DUWLVWV�EODVW�SUHUHFRUGHG�DSSODXVHV�DQG�
FKHHUV�WR�VLOHQFH�WKH�DXGLHQFH·V�WHSLG�UHVSRQVHV��
mouthing inaudible words in lieu of answers.

0DNLQJ�DUW�SUHVXSSRVHV�SDLQ�DQG�VHOI�GLVFLSOLQH��
MXVW�OLNH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�LW�UHTXLUHV�D�FRQVFLRXV�HIIRUW�

WR�HPEUDFH�WKH�LQFRQYHQLHQW�WUXWK�WKDW�LWV�PHVVDJH�
PD\�KDUGO\�HYHU�EH�SDUFHOHG�RXW�LQ�WKH�VKDSH�RI�
HDVLO\�GLJHVWLEOH�VQLSSHWV�RI�ZLVGRP�RU�,QVWDJUDP�
IULHQGO\�RQH�OLQHUV��,W·V�D�OHVVRQ�WKDW�UHVRQDWHV�LQ�
'RURWKHD�DQG�*UHWD·V�DFWLQJ�FRDFKLQJ��DW�RQFH�
ULJRURXV�DQG�FRPSDVVLRQDWH��DV�ZKHQ�WKH\�WUDLQ�
newcomer Teresa, or when Dorothea hands a 

VFULSW�WR�KHDUWEURNHQ�0D[�DQG�LQYLWHV�KLP�WR�UHDG�
on stage, with a nonchalant “things look different 

IURP�KHUH�µ�WZR�DPRQJ�VHYHUDO�RWKHU�PRPHQWV�
RI�LQHIIDEOH�ZRQGHU�GXULQJ�ZKLFK�:DQJ�PDQDJHV�
WR�FDSWXUH�WKH�P\VWLFDO�VHQVH�RI�HVFDSLVP�WKDW�
FRPHV�ZLWK�HPEUDFLQJ�RQH·V�FKDUDFWHU��DQG�WKH�
WKHUDSHXWLF�TXDOLWLHV�WKH�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�FDQ�RIIHU��

,I�$�%UHDG�)DFWRU\·V�ÀUVW�SDUW�IROORZV�'RURWKHD�DQG�
*UHWD·V�HIIRUWV�WR�ÀJKW�DJDLQVW�D�KLSVWHU\��SUHWHQWLRXV�
QHZ�QHLJKERU��WKH�YLOODLQ�DQFKRULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�
SDUW�LV�D�IDU�PRUH�HOXVLYH�EHDVW��:LWK�0D\�5D\�
PRPHQWDULO\�RXW�RI�WKH�SLFWXUH�DQG�WKH�VFKRRO�IXQGLQJ�
secured (at least for the time being), the two women 

FDQ�ÀQDOO\�JHQHUDWH�EX]]�IRU�WKHLU�QHZ�SURGXFWLRQ��
(XULSLGHV·�+HFXED��LQ�KRSHV�WR�VWULNH�D�IXOO�KRXVH�IRU�
WKH�SUHPLHUH��%XW�VHFXULQJ�DQ�DXGLHQFH�WXUQV�RXW�
WR�EH�MXVW�DV�KHDUW�EUHDNLQJ�DQG�GLIÀFXOW�D�IHDW�DV�
VHFXULQJ�WKH�WRZQ·V�IXQGLQJ��DQG�ZKHQ�WKH�FXUWDLQ�
GUDZV�RQ�D�QHDU�HPSW\�WKHDWUH��WKH�GHIHDWHG�ORRN�
'RURWKHD�ZHDUV�EHJV�D�IXQGDPHQWDO��LI�XQVSRNHQ�
TXHVWLRQ��ZKDW·V�WKH�SRLQW�LQ�ÀJKWLQJ�IRU�D�FDXVH�
SHRSOH�GR�QRW�DFWXDOO\�VHHP�WR�FDUH�DERXW"

7KH�GLVRULHQWLQJ�IHHOLQJ�RI�ORVV�UXQV�SDUDOOHO�WR�DQ�
H[KLODUDWLQJ�H[SORVLRQ�RI�WKHDWULFV�RXWVLGH�WKH�VWDJH��
$�ORFDO�EDU�EHFRPHV�D�KRWVSRW�IRU�P\VWHULRXV�WHFK�
ZRUNHUV��DQ�DSSHQGL[�WR�WKH�JHQWULI\LQJ�DUWLVWV��
ZLWK�D�SDVVLRQ�IRU�WDS�GDQFLQJ�DQG�D�WHQGHQF\�WR�
SHUIRUP�ZKLOH�ÁLFNLQJ�WKURXJK�WKHLU�VPDUWSKRQHV�
�RQH�FKDS�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�VKRZV�RII�KLV�IRRWZRUN�ZKLOH�
VZLSLQJ�RQ�KLV�VFUHHQ��WKH�URXWLQH�DOWHUQDWLYHO\�
IXULRXV�DQG�H[FLWHG�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�
RI�WKH�VZLSH��LQ�ZKDW�RQH�FDQ�RQO\�DVVXPH�LV�
VRPH�IRUP�RI�WDS�7LQGHU���D�TXDUWHW�RI�UHDO�HVWDWH�
agent brokers turns into a Greek choir chanting to 

FDMROH�'RURWKHD�LQWR�VHOOLQJ�KHU�EDUQ��UHWLULQJ��DQG�
HQMR\LQJ�KHU�ODVW�\HDUV�JOREHWURWWLQJ�ZLWK�*UHWD���

'LUHFWRU�RI�3KRWRJUDSK\�)UDQN�%DUUHUD�ÀOPV�LQ�
6XSHU���PP��D�FKRLFH�WKDW�KHOSV�VWUHQJWKHQLQJ�
contrasts and saturation, but also symbolically 

HFKRHV�'RURWKHD·V�DQ[LHW\�YLV�j�YLV�D�ZRUOG�
WKDW�VHHPV�WR�KDYH�ORVW�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WUDGLWLRQDO�
PHDQV�RI�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ��DQG�D�FRPPXQLW\�
IRU�ZKRP�WKH�)DFWRU\��RQFH�D�ULWH�RI�SDVVDJH�
�HYHU\RQH�LQ�&KHFNIRUG�HQGV�XS�VWDUULQJ�
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:LWK�WKH�VXSSRUW�RI�&UHDWLYH�(XURSH���0(',$�3URJUDPPH� 
RI�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ

LQ�RQH�RI�'RURWKHD·V�SOD\V��ZH�DUH�WROG��
KDV�FHDVHG�WR�KDYH�PXFK�PHDQLQJ��

$�%UHDG�)DFWRU\�LV�D�ÀOP�RI�TXLHW�SOHDVXUHV��LW�
GRHV�QRW�XQIXUO�DV�D�ULJLGO\�VWUXFWXUHG�WKUHH�DFW�
SORW��EXW�D�WDSHVWU\�RI�PHPRUDEOH�YLJQHWWHV��
JDJV��FRQYHUVDWLRQV��DQG�KHDUW�WR�KHDUWV��,WV�
VWUHQJWK�GRHV�QRW�UHVLGH�RQ�DFWLRQ�SDFNHG�
VWRU\³WKRXJK�WKLQJV�FHUWDLQO\�GR�KDSSHQ��DQG�
GUDPD�DERXQGV��LI�RQH�FDUHV�WR�OLVWHQ³EXW�LQ�WKH�
LPPHUVLYH�TXDOLW\�RI�:DQJ·V�ÀOPPDNLQJ��DQG�KLV�
HIIRUWOHVV�DELOLW\�WR�FDSWXUH�HYHU\GD\�OLIH�GRZQ�
WR�LWV�VLPSOHVW��PRVW�QDWXUDO�IDFHWV��,W�]HURHV�LQ�
RQ�D�VPDOO�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�DQ�HYHQ�WLQLHU�DUWV�
center, but it understands both so well that its 

VFRSH�IDU�H[FHHGV�WKH�FRQÀQHV�RI�D�ÀFWLRQDO�FLW\�
LQ�XSVWDWH�1HZ�<RUN��DQG�E\�WKH�WLPH�'RURWKHD�
and Greta “walk together for a while,” the whole 

WRZQ�WUDLOLQJ�EHKLQG�WKHP�LQ�D�)HOOLQL�OLNH�FRGD��
WKH�IHHOLQJ�LV�WR�ELG�IDUHZHOO�WR�ROG�WLPH�IULHQGV�
DIWHU�D�ORQJ�RYHUGXH�FDWFK�XS��$�%UHDG�)DFWRU\�
PD\�RSHQ�XS�PRUH�TXHVWLRQV�WKDQ�LW�SURYLGHV�
DQVZHUV��:KDW�KDSSHQHG�WR�-DQ"�:LOO�WKH�
)DFWRU\�VXUYLYH"�:LOO�'RURWKHD�DQG�*UHWD�ÀQDOO\�
JLYH�XS"���DQG�WKDW·V�SUHFLVHO\�ZKDW�PDNHV�LW�
FLQHPD�DW�LWV�PRVW�KXPDQLVW�SHDNV��$IWHU�DOO��WR�
ERUURZ�IURP�-RUGDQ·V�UDQW�DIWHU�D�IDLOHG�4	$��´LI�
\RX�KDYH�D�VRXO��\RX�KDYH�TXHVWLRQV�WR�DVN�µ


