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Ohio-born, Virginia-based Kevin Jerome Everson 

LV�RQH�RI�$PHULFD·V�PRVW�SUROLÀF�DQG�XQSUHGLFWDEOH�
ÀOPPDNHUV��2YHU�D�VSDQ�RI�ÀIWHHQ�\HDUV�DQG�
XSZDUG�RI�����ÀOPV��(YHUVRQ�KDV�ZRUNHG�DW�D�QHDU�
WLUHOHVV�SDFH��IUDPLQJ�ODUJHO\�DQRQ\PRXV�LPDJHV�
RI�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQV�WKURXJK�DQ�
LPSUHVVLRQLVWLF�DHVWKHWLF�SDOHWWH�WKDW�LV�HTXDOO\�
LQIRUPHG�E\�VWUHHW�SRUWUDLWXUH�DQG�REVHUYDWLRQDO�
QRQÀFWLRQ��)URP�KLV�HDUO\�ZRUN�ZLWK�IRXQG�IRRWDJH�WR�
WKH�YLYLGO\�UHQGHUHG�VXEXUEDQ�DQG�LQQHU�FLW\�VRFLDO�
YLJQHWWHV��(YHUVRQ³ZKR·V�FXUUHQWO\�D�SURIHVVRU�DW�
WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�9LUJLQLD³KDV�FRQWLQXHG�WR�PRYH�
QLPEO\�EHWZHHQ�DFDGHPLD�DQG�WKH�DYDQW�JDUGH�

Jordan Cronk�,�JHW�WKH�LPSUHVVLRQ�ZKHQ�ZDWFKLQJ�
\RXU�ZRUN��SDUWLFXODUO\�DV�DQ�HQWLUH�SURJUDP��
WKDW�\RX·UH�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�D�ÀOPPDNHU�LQ�WKH�
WUXHVW�VHQVH�RI�WKH�WHUP��$QG�E\�WKDW�,�PHDQ�
WKDW�WKH�DFWXDO�SURFHVV�RI�PDNLQJ�ÀOPV�LV�ZKHUH�
\RX�GHULYH�\RXU�JUHDWHVW�VDWLVIDFWLRQ³ZKLFK�
PLJKW�H[SODLQ�ZK\�\RX·YH�PDGH�VR�PDQ\��&DQ�
\RX�VSHDN�DERXW�\RXU�ÀOPV�DV�DFWV�RI�FUHDWLRQ�
YHUVXV�ZRUNV�WR�EH�H[KLELWHG�WR�DQ�DXGLHQFH"

Kevin Jerome Everson by Jordan Cronk

The following is an excerpt from an interview originally published in BOMB Magazine (2017)

TONSLER PARK

���PLQ����86$��������

7KLV�SRUWUDLW�RI�WKH�EODFN�VWDII�PHPEHUV�LQ�WKH�SROOLQJ�
VWDWLRQ�DW�7RQVOHU�3DUN�LQ�&KDUORWWHVYLOOH��9LUJLQLD�ZDV�
ÀOPHG�GXULQJ�WKH�86�3UHVLGHQWLDO�(OHFWLRQ�'D\�RQ�
1RYHPEHU����������WKH�GD\�ZKHQ�WKH�EDWWOH�EHWZHHQ�
'RQDOG�7UXPS�DQG�+LOODU\�&OLQWRQ�ZDV�GHFLGHG��.HYLQ�
-HURPH�(YHUVRQ�UHFRUGV�WKH�VWDII�WDNLQJ�DQ�RDWK��
VHHLQJ�URZV�RI�YRWHUV�SDVV�DV�WKH\�KDQG�RXW�YRWLQJ�
VOLSV��ZKLOH�QR�RQH�VHHPV�DZDUH�RI�WKH�FDPHUD�WKDW�
LV�VWDQGLQJ�WKHUH�PRWLRQOHVV��&RQYHUVDWLRQV�FKDQJH�
WR�KXEEXE��EDFNV�EORFN�WKH�FDPHUD·V�YLHZ�²²WKLV�LV�
GHPRFUDF\�LQ�SUDFWLFH�DQG�HYHU\�YRWH�FRXQWV�
(YHUVRQ�LV�D�YHU\�SURGXFWLYH�ÀOPPDNHU�ZKR�KDV�
PDGH�FRXQWOHVV�VKRUW�DQG�ORQJ�ÀOPV�DERXW�WKH�
ZRUN�FXOWXUH�RI�EODFN�$PHULFDQV��+LV�FKRLFH�IRU�WKLV�
ORFDWLRQ�LV�QRW�ZLWKRXW�VLJQLÀFDQFH��7RQVOHU�3DUN�LV�

´,�GRQ·W�PDNH�ÀOPV�IRU�WKH�DXGLHQFH��,�PDNH�WKHP�IRU�WKH�VXEMHFWV��DQG�,�WU\�WR�SRVLWLRQ�WKRVH�
VXEMHFWV�DQG�WKH�FDPHUD�VR�WKDW�WKHUH·V�D�HOHPHQW�RI�JHQHURVLW\�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�µ

Kevin Jerome Everson�,�FRPH�WR�ÀOP�IURP�WKH�
DUWV³IURP�SKRWRJUDSK\��VFXOSWXUH��SDLQWLQJ��DQG�
SULQWPDNLQJ��(VSHFLDOO\�ZLWK�SKRWRJUDSK\��\RX�KDYH�
WR�PDNH�D�ERG\�RI�ZRUN��\RX�NQRZ"�$QG�,�IHHO�WKDW�LQ�
ÀOP��WRR��,�FDQ·W�MXVW�PDNH�RQH��,�KDYH�WR�PDNH�WKHVH�
RWKHU�FRPSRQHQWV�WR�VHH�LI�P\�IRUPDO�TXDOLWLHV�DUH�
ZRUNLQJ�RU�EHLQJ�H[HUFLVHG�WR�WKH�IXOOHVW��$QG�LI�QRW��
WKHQ�,�FDQ�DGMXVW�QH[W�WLPH��,�ZDV�UHFHQWO\�UHDGLQJ�
'DUE\�(QJOLVK·V�ERRN��������$�<HDU�LQ�WKH�/LIH�RI�
&RORU��DERXW�WKHVH�EODFN�DEVWUDFW�SDLQWHUV�LQ�WKH�
ODWH�·��V�DQG�HDUO\�·��V��DQG�,�UHDOL]HG�,�DSSURDFK�
ÀOP�OLNH�DEVWUDFW�DUW�LQ�VRPH�ZHLUG�ZD\³OLNH�PD\EH�
WKH\�GRQ·W�QHHG�DQ�DXGLHQFH"�/LNH��,·P�MXVW�PDNLQJ�
WKLQJV���ODXJKWHU��7KH\·UH�MXVW�VR�VHOI�UHIHUHQWLDO�

2QH�VWUDWHJ\�LV�WKDW�,·YH�EHHQ�WU\LQJ�WR�KDYH�WKH�
SHRSOH�RQ�VFUHHQ�EH�VPDUWHU�WKDQ�WKH�DXGLHQFH³
LQ�WKH�VHQVH�WKDW�WKH�VXEMHFWV�GRQ·W�QHHG�WKHP��
$�ORW�RI�P\�SURIHVVRUV�LQ�XQGHUJUDGXDWH�VFKRRO�
FDPH�RXW�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�,RZD·V�DUW�SURJUDP�
LQ�WKH�HDUO\�·��V��$QG�EHFDXVH�RI�WKDW��,�IHHO�P\�
ZRUN�KDV�WR�SUHVHQW�LWVHOI�DV�PDWHULDO��SURFHVV��
DQG�SURFHGXUH��6R�WKH�DFW�RI�PDNLQJ³WKH�
FDPHUD��ÀOP�VWRFN��HYHQ�WLPH�RU�ZKDWHYHU�HOVH�
JRHV�LQWR�LW³LV�DOO�SDUW�RI�WKH�ÀOP·V�FRQWHQW�

QDPHG�DIWHU�%HQMDPLQ�7RQVOHU��D�ORFDO�$IUR�$PHULFDQ�
VFKRRO�GLUHFWRU�ZKR�FRQWLQXHG�WR�WHDFK�ROGHU�
$IUR�$PHULFDQ�SXSLOV�DJDLQVW�WKH�ODZ�LQ�WKH�HUD�RI�
VHJUHJDWLRQ���,))5�



JC�'R�\RX�VHH�VRPH�RI�WKH�ODERU�GHSLFWHG�LQ�\RXU�
ÀOPV�DV�D�PHWDSKRU�IRU�WKH�ÀOPPDNLQJ�SURFHVV�LWVHOI"

KJE�,·P�WU\LQJ�WR�SUHVHQW�LW�DV�DQ�DUW�REMHFW��7R�JR�
EDFN�WR�WKH�DXGLHQFH�WKLQJ�DJDLQ��VLQFH�,·YH�EHHQ�
WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�LW�VR�PXFK�ODWHO\��,�GRQ·W�PDNH�ÀOPV�
IRU�WKH�DXGLHQFH��,�PDNH�WKHP�IRU�WKH�VXEMHFWV��DQG�,�
WU\�WR�SRVLWLRQ�WKRVH�VXEMHFWV�DQG�WKH�FDPHUD�VR�WKDW�
WKHUH·V�DQ�HOHPHQW�RI�JHQHURVLW\�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�

JC�<RX·YH�PHQWLRQHG�WKDW�LQ�JHQHUDO�\RXU�
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�\RXU�VXEMHFWV�LV�SUHWW\�SURIHVVLRQDO��
<RX·UH�QRW�OLYLQJ�ZLWK�DQG�EHFRPLQJ�IULHQGV�ZLWK�
WKHP��<RX�UHVSHFW�WKHLU�ZRUN��DQG�WKH\�UHVSHFW�
\RXUV³\RX�JR�LQ��SUHVHQW�WKH�LGHD��VKRRW��DQG�
JHW�RXW��&DQ�\RX�H[SDQG�RQ�WKLV�DSSURDFK"

KJE�,�FRPH�WR�ÀOP�IURP�VWUHHW�SKRWRJUDSK\��ZKHUH�
,�VKRRW�VWUDQJHUV�DQG�,·P�WKHUH�IRU�MXVW�D�KXQGUHG�
DQG�WZHQW\�ÀIWK�RI�D�VHFRQG��%XW�ZLWK�ÀOP�,·P�WKHUH�
IRU�D�ORQJHU�GXUDWLRQ��VR�,�KDYH�WR�VD\�VRPHWKLQJ��
�ODXJKWHU��,�WHOO�WKHP�,·P�LQ�WKH�DUW�PDNLQJ�EXVLQHVV�� 
´,�OLNH�ZKDW�\RX�GR��DQG�,·P�JRQQD�IUDPH�\RX�XS�µ�WKDW�
NLQG�RI�WKLQJ��6RPHWLPHV�,�JLYH�WKHP�P\�LQIRUPDWLRQ��
VRPHWLPHV�,�GRQ·W��'HSHQGV�RQ�WKH�ÀOP³VRPHWLPHV�
WKHVH�SHRSOH�DUH�FULPLQDOV��\RX�NQRZ"�2U�,�JHW�WKHLU�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�VHQG�WKHP�D�'9'�RU�D�OLQN�ODWHU�

)RU�7HQ�)LYH�LQ�WKH�*UDVV���������,�ZDV�VKRRWLQJ�
WKHVH�EODFN�FRZER\V��VSHQGLQJ�WLPH�ZLWK�WKLV�
IDPLO\�LQ�/DID\HWWH��,�ZDV�FDOOLQJ�WKHP�XS��JRLQJ�WR�
WKH�URGHRV��,�OLNHG�WKHP³WKH\�ZHUH�EHDXWLIXO�DQG�
WDOHQWHG��:KHQ�,�ZDV�EDFN�KRPH�DQG�HGLWLQJ��,�KHDUG�
RQ�WKH�QHZV�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�D�ÁRRG�LQ�/DID\HWWH��
(YHQ�WKRXJK�,�NQHZ�WKH\�ZHUH�RQ�KLJKHU�JURXQG��,�
VWLOO�ZDQWHG�WR�FKHFN�RQ�WKHP��6R�,�FDOOHG��DQG�WKH\�
GLGQ·W�NQRZ�ZKR�,�ZDV��,�ZDV�OLNH��´<HDK��LW·V�PH��
.HYLQ��WKH�ÀOPPDNHU�µ��ODXJKWHU��6R��WKDW�SURYHG�,·P�
QRW�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�WKLQJ�WKDW�KDSSHQHG�WR�WKHP�
WKDW�GD\��,�UHDOL]HG�WKHQ�WKDW�,�KDYH�OLWWOH�HIIHFW�RQ�P\�
VXEMHFWV·�OLYHV��,�VHQW�WKDW�VDPH�IDPLO\�D�'9'�RI�WKH�
ÀOP��DQG�,�WKLQN�WKH�ZLIH�ZDWFKHG�LW�DQG�WKH�KXVEDQG�
GLGQ·W��7KH\�ORRNHG�KDQGVRPH�LQ�LW��DQG�WKDW·V�DOO�WKH\�
FDUHG�DERXW��,�NQRZ�VRPH�ÀOPPDNHUV�OLNH�WR�EHIULHQG�
WKHLU�VXEMHFWV��%XW�\RX�KDYH�WR�UHDOL]H�\RX·UH�QRW�
WKDW�LPSRUWDQW�WR�WKHP��<RX�DUH�WDNLQJ�WKHLU�OLNHQHVV�
DQG�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�VRPHZKHUH�HOVH��EXW�LI�\RX·UH�
WUXH�WR�WKH�VXEMHFW�PDWWHU�DQG�UHVSHFWIXO��WKHUH·V�QRW�
PXFK�KDUP�LQ�LW��)RU�PH�DW�OHDVW³,·P�ZD\�SDVW�WKDW�

JC�+RZ�GR�\RX�UHFRQFLOH�\RXU�HDUO\��IRXQG�IRRWDJH�
ZRUN�ZLWK�PRUH�UHFHQW�SURMHFWV�RQ�VLPLODU�VXEMHFWV��
VXFK�DV�\RXU�ÀUVW�ER[LQJ�ÀOP��5LQJ"�<RXU�ÀOPV�
WHQG�WR�ORRN�DQG�RSHUDWH�LQ�VLPLODU�ZD\V�ZKHWKHU�

WKH\·UH�FRPSULVHG�RI�QHZ�RU�IRXQG�IRRWDJH�

KJE�)RU�5LQJ��WKH�IRRWDJH�ZDV�OLNH�DQ�DXGLWLRQ�
WDSH³OLNH��WKLV�ER[HU�ORRNV�FRROHU�WKDQ�WKLV�ER[HU��
WKLV�JHVWXUH�ORRNV�FRROHU�WKDQ�WKLV�RQH��VR�,·OO�VORZ�LW�
GRZQ��,�ZDV�ORRNLQJ�IRU�LPDJHV�WKDW�ORRN�PRUH�OLNH�DUW�
REMHFWV��7KDW�ZDV�UHDOO\�WKH�RQO\�SURFHVV�ZLWK�WKRVH�
ÀOPV��DQG�,�NQHZ�,�ZRXOGQ·W�GR�WKDW�IRUHYHU��EHFDXVH�
,·P�D�VKRRWHU��6R�IRU�D�ZKLOH�,�ZDV�PDNLQJ�ÀOPV�WKDW�
ORRNHG�OLNH�IRXQG�IRRWDJH��7KHUH·V�D�QRVWDOJLD�WKLQJ�
WKHUH��IRU�ZKDW�WKH\·UH�ZHDULQJ�RU�WKHLU�KDLUVW\OHV��RU�
IRU�WKH�ÀOP�VWRFN�LWVHOI��7KHUH�ZDV�D�ÀOP�,�GLG�\HDUV�
DJR�WKDW�ZDV�ERWK�IRXQG�DQG�VKRW�IRRWDJH�FDOOHG�
7KH�*ROGHQ�$JH�RI�)LVK���������DQG�,�MXVW�FDQ·W�ORRN�
DW�LW�QRZ��%XW�LW�SURYLGHG�PH�ZLWK�D�WHPSODWH��DV�DQ�
H[DPSOH�RI�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�GLGQ·W�ZRUN��,�WKRXJKW�WKH�
DJJUHVVLYH�FXW�IURP�IRXQG�IRRWDJH�WR�VRPHWKLQJ�,�
VKRW�P\VHOI�ZRXOG�EH�OLNH�DQ�DEVWUDFW�EUXVKVWURNH��
%XW�,�UHDOL]HG�WLPH��RU�GXUDWLRQ��ZDV�D�EHWWHU�ZD\�

JC�3HRSOH�KDYH�VDLG�\RXU�ÀOPV�IHHO�YHU\�
´FDVXDO�µ�RU�JLYH�RII�WKDW�DLU��%XW�DW�WKH�VDPH�
WLPH��LI�\RX�ZDWFK�D�ÀOP�OLNH�(DUV��1RVH�DQG�
7KURDW���������LW·V�REYLRXV�WKDW�WKHUH·V�D�FRQFUHWH�
VWUXFWXUH��,W·V�FDVXDO�EXW�FDUHIXOO\�FRQVWUXFWHG�

KJE�,·P�DOO�DERXW�FRPSUHVVLRQ��)RU�WKDW�ÀOP��
WKHUH·V�VHHPLQJO\�QR�UK\PH�RU�UHDVRQ�WR�EHLQJ�
LQ�WKDW�GRFWRU·V�RIÀFH��DQG�WKH�GHWDLOV�FRPH�
RXW�ODWHU��7KH�FDPHUD�GRHVQ·W�PRYH�PXFK��
EXW�WKH�FDPHUD�LV�HYLGHQFH�RI�SUHVHQFH��<RX�
NQRZ�,·P�WKHUH��,W�ZDV�NLQG�RI�VFULSWHG��EXW�WKHQ�
WKH�GRFWRU�VWDUWHG�H[DPLQLQJ�KHU�DQG�ÀFWLRQ�
VWDUWHG�WR�EHFRPH�GRFXPHQWDU\��DV�WKH\�VD\�

JC�<RX·YH�PHQWLRQHG�WKDW�\RX�OLNH�WR�XVH�UHDOLW\�DV�
D�IRUPDO�GHYLFH��DQG�DOVR�KRZ�LQ�)H���\RX�XWLOL]HG�
SURSV�DQG�WKLQJV�WR�KHLJKWHQ�WKDW�UHDOLW\��&DQ�\RX�
WDON�DERXW�WKH�ÀFWLRQDO�HOHPHQWV�LQ�\RXU�ZRUN"

KJE�)RU�ÀFWLRQ��LW·V�HDVLHU�WR�FRQWURO³,�KDYH�D�
GLUHFWLRQ�,�NQRZ�WKH�ÀOP�VKRXOG�JR�LQ��%XW�,·YH�JRW�
ÀOPV�OLNH�6WRQH���������ZKHUH�,�MXVW�VKRZHG�XS�DQG�
FDWV�ZHUH�GRLQJ�ZKDW�WKH\·UH�GRLQJ��%XW�LI�,·P�JRLQJ�
WR�GULYH�IURP�9LUJLQLD�WR�2KLR��WKHQ�,·P�WKLQNLQJ�RYHU�
WKRVH�HLJKW�KRXUV�DERXW�ZKDW�WKH�ÀOP�QHHGV�DQG�
KRZ�,�FDQ�LPSOHPHQW�D�NLQG�RI�SDOHWWH³WKDW·V�KRZ�
ÀOPV�DUH�PDGH��,Q�IDFW��LQ�)H���\RX�FDQ�EDUHO\�VHH�
WKRVH�SURSV��,W�GRHVQ·W�PDNH�D�GLIIHUHQFH��,W·V�OLNH�
LPSURYLVLQJ�ZLWK�D�EODQN�FDQYDV��,·P�WU\LQJ�WR�ÀOO�LW�XS�

JC�7R�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�WKH�DXGLHQFH�RQH�
PRUH�WLPH��<RX·UH�RI�FRXUVH�ODUJHO\�PDNLQJ�ÀOPV�
DERXW�WKH�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�H[SHULHQFH��EXW�WKHQ�
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6WDUWLQJ�6HSWHPEHU�����08%,�ZLOO�
SUHVHQW�DQ�H[FOXVLYH�FDUHHU�VSDQQLQJ�
UHWURVSHFWLYH�RI�WKH�ZRUN�RI�.HYLQ�
-HURPH�(YHUVRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�7216/(5�
3$5.�DQG�VL[�DGGLWLRQDO�WLWOHV�IURP�
WKLV�SUROLÀF�DQG�HVVHQWLDO�$PHULFDQ�
DUWLVW��VSRWOLJKWLQJ�(YHUVRQ·V�GHHSO\�
SHUVRQDO��VRFLDOO\�DFXWH��FXOWXUDOO\�
HPEHGGHG�DQG�IRUPDOO\�DGYHQWXURXV�
ERG\�RI�ZRUN��:LWK�D�ÀOPRJUDSK\�RI�PRUH�
WKDQ�����ZRUNV��WKLV�PXOWL�GLVFLSOLQDU\�
DUWLVW�KDV�FUHDWHG�D�VSUDZOLQJ�ERG\�RI�
FLQHPD��ERXQWLIXO�LQ�LWV�REVHUYDWLRQ�RI�
WKH�EODFN�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�$PHULFD��

Acropolis      
#$FURSROLV&LQHPD
DFURSROLVFLQHPD�FRP

MUBI       
#PXEL
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:LWK�WKH�VXSSRUW�RI�&UHDWLYH�(XURSH���0(',$�3URJUDPPH� 
RI�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ

LQHYLWDEO\�SUHVHQWLQJ�\RXU�ÀOPV�LQ�IHVWLYDO�DQG�
JDOOHU\�FRQWH[WV�WR�PRVWO\�ZKLWH�DXGLHQFHV�

KJE�<HDK��ÀOPJRLQJ�DXGLHQFHV��HVSHFLDOO\�
LQ�$PHULFD��DUH�PRVWO\�ZKLWH��(YHQ�WKDW�
-RUGDQ�3HHOH�ÀOP�>*HW�2XW@³QRW�HYHU\�
EODFN�$PHULFDQ�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�LV�JRLQJ�WR�
VHH�LW��0RVWO\�ZKLWH�SHRSOH�ZLOO���ODXJKWHU�

JC�%\�DQG�ODUJH��WKHQ��ZKDW�GR�\RX�ZDQW�D�
W\SLFDO�YLHZHU��RI�DQ\�UDFH��WR�JHW�RXW�RI�\RXU�
ZRUN"�$�JOLPSVH�LQWR�WKHVH�OLYHV�RU�OLIHVW\OHV"

KJE�1RW�UHDOO\��EHFDXVH�WKH\·UH�QRW�UHDOO\�OLYHV��
7KH\·UH�UH�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV��7KH�JRDO�LV�WR�KDYH�
FHUWDLQ�IRUPDO�TXDOLWLHV�FRPH�RXW��%XW�WKHUH·V�D�
VRFLDO��SROLWLFDO��DQG�HFRQRPLF�FRQGLWLRQ�WKDW·V�
SUHVHQW��$QG�WKDW·V�SDUW�RI�WKH�PDWHULDOLW\��VR�
SHRSOH�ZLOO�JHW�WKDW��%XW�,·P�DOZD\V�RXWQXPEHUHG��
,W·V�DOZD\V�MXVW�PH��LI�WKH�DXGLHQFH�LV�VL[�RU�VL[�
KXQGUHG��,�GRQ·W�HYHU�NQRZ�ZKDW�WKH\·UH�JRLQJ�
WR�WKLQN��%XW�LI�,·P�FRPIRUWDEOH�ZLWK�P\�RZQ�
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�PDWHULDO�DQG�XSIURQW�ZLWK�WKH�
VXEMHFW�PDWWHU³DQG�HYHQ�LI�,·P�QRW³WKH�JRDO�LV�
WR�EH�FRQVLVWHQW��$W�OHDVW�,�KRSH�VR��$QG�LI�QRW��
IXFN�LW��,·OO�VKRRW�VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH�QH[W�ZHHN�


